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The Editor-in-Chief has retracted this article. After pub-
lication, concerns were raised regarding the reliability of
the reported data, which the authors addressed by a Cor-
rection [1]. However, further issues were subsequently
identified with the authors potentially reporting mean
differences as standardized mean differences. Post-publi-
cation peer review has concluded that the authors’ meth-
odology contains technical and statistical errors, which
undermine the conclusions of the article.

Authors Kamran Mansouri and Masoud Mohammadi
disagree with this retraction. The other authors have not
responded to correspondence regarding this retraction.

The online version of the original article can be found at https://doi.
0rg/10.1186/513098-021-00733-5
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